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A Level Sociology November PPE 2026 

 

Component 2: Researching and understanding social inequalities 

Total Marks 105   Time allowed 2¼ hours (135 minutes) 

Section A: Research methods and researching social inequalities 

Total Marks 45  (spend around 60 minutes) 

Q1: 4 marks (4 AO2) 
Summarise the data/ identify 2 patterns shown in Source X 
Technique: At least 2 clear points from the data, supported with specific reference to the  
data, including an element of comparison (increase/ decrease/ comparing different groups 
etc) 
 
Q2: 6 marks (2+4) 
With reference to Source X, explain two reasons why…… 
Technique: Two clear points, both explicitly supported with a link to the source, using 
methodological knowledge/ terminology. 
 
Q3: 10 marks (4 AO2 + 6 AO3) 
With reference to Source X, explain one strength and one weakness of ….. 
Technique: Two clear points, both explicitly supported with a link to the source, using 
methodological knowledge/ terminology – in particular, applying a key concept and 
developing this, linking to theory where possible. 
 
Q4: 25 marks (5+5+15) 
With reference to Source X and your wider sociological knowledge assess the usefulness 
of ….. for investigating ….. 
Technique: 2-3 developed points relating to strengths of the method, and 2-3 developed 
points relating to weaknesses of the method. Each point should be linked to the source/ 
research context.  Use a range of fully developed/ explained methodological concepts, 
theory (positivism/ interpretivism) and wider issues (such as ethics) within each point as 
appropriate. 
 

 

Component 2 Section B: Understanding social inequalities 

Total Marks 60  (spend around 75 minutes) 

Q5: 20 marks (12+8) (25-30 mins) 
Outline ways in which …… 
Technique: At least 3 areas of social life (workplace, education, crime, media etc), with 2-
3 developed points of evidence within each – 8 points in total.  Must focus on 
disadvantage/ make some comparison.  NO evaluation. 
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Q6: 40 marks (16+8+16) (45-50 mins) 
Discuss/ assess/ evaluate….. 
Technique: At least 4 developed points of knowledge, supporting the view, and 4 
developed evaluation points challenging the view. 
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A Level Sociology  

Component 2 Section A: research methods - Revision Checklist 

 

1. What is the relationship between theory and methods?  

 Positivism:  
 patterns  
 trends  
 objectivity  
 value freedom  
 quantitative data  

 
Key research concepts:  
 validity  
 reliability  
 representativeness  
 generalisability  

Interpretivism:  
 meanings and experiences  
 verstehen and empathy  
 rapport  
 subjectivity  
 researcher imposition  
 reflexivity  
 qualitative data  

 

 

 

2. What are the main stages of the research process?   
Key concepts in the research process:  
 factors influencing the choice of research topic  
 aims/hypothesis/research questions  
 primary data  
 secondary data  
 operationalisation  
 pilot studies  
 data collection  
 respondent validation  
 longitudinal studies  
 interpretation of data  
 the relationship between sociology and social policy  

 
 Ethics 

Sampling process: 
Sampling techniques  
 random  
 systematic  
 stratified  
 snowball  
 volunteer  
 opportunity  
 purposive  
 quota  
 
 Access and gatekeeping  
 

 

3. Which methods are used in sociological research?  
Research methods:  
 questionnaires  
 structured interviews  
 statistical data (official and non-official)  
 content analysis  
 observations (participant, non-participant, covert, 

overt)  
 unstructured interviews  
 semi structured interviews  
 ethnography  

Quantitative and qualitative data  
Mixed methods  
 triangulation  
 methodological pluralism  
 

 
 
Can explain and assess each method, using the concepts and terms in 1 and 2? 

Can you define each term and show how and why it links to others and is important in research? 

Can you link all the above to positivism and interpretivism? 
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A Level Sociology  

Component 2 Section B: Inequalities – Revision Checklist 

 

1. What are the main patterns and trends in social inequality and difference?  
 

 Gender (males and females) 

 Social class (consider working class disadvantage in comparison to middle and upper class advantage) 

 Ethnicity (include different ethnic groups, including white British) 

 Age (include younger and older people) 

. 

 

For each of these, consider evidence of inequality in the workplace, plus at least 2 other areas, for 

example: education, media, crime, health 

 

 

2. How can patterns and trends in social inequality and difference be explained?  

 
Theories: can you explain how each theory explains gender inequality and class inequality? 

 

 functionalism 

 New Right 

 feminism 

 Marxism/ neo-Marxism 

 Weberian 

 

Can you support your explanations of the above with sociological studies and concepts? 

 

Can you evaluate/ criticise each theory’s explanation?
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