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RAGTopic
Understanding how the American political system works
Impact of WW1- Wilson
Appeal of Republicanism- Harding, Coolidge and Hoover
Rugged Individualism- Hoover
First Red Scare
The Great Depression 1929 and decline of Republicanism
The New Deal- Roosevelt
Impact of WW2- Roosevelt
Second Red Scare- Roosevelt and Truman
Joseph McCarthy
Growth of liberalism, hippies and radical student groups
The Cold War- Truman
Korean War- Truman
Vietnam War- Kennedy and Johnson
Decline in confidence in Presidency 1968-1980- Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Carter

The Changing Political Environment 1917-1980

The Quest for Civil Rights 1917-1980

RAGTopic
Jim Crow Laws, KKK and lack of government intervention in the South 1917-1955
Great Migration- reasons and impact on North and South
Impact of New Deal on black Americans and protests against it
Impact of WW2- gains, losses and role of Truman
Legal challenge for civil rights 1917-1955- role of NAACP and successes
Move to direct action 1955-1980- non-violent and violent protest specific examples
Civil rights legislation specific examples
Overall achievements and limits to success
Native Americans reasons to fight for civil rights
Native American protests specific examples
Overall achievements and limits to success
Hispanic Americans reasons to fight for civil rights
Hispanic Americans protests specific examples
Overall achievements and limits to success
Gay Americans reasons to fight for civil rights
Gay Americans protests specific examples
Overall achievements and limits to success
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Changes in Society and Culture 1917-1980

RAGTopic
Changing role of women- 1920’s, Great Depression, New Deal and impact of WW2
Suburban living for women 1941-1960
Impact of women’s liberation movement 1961-1980
Overall achievements and limits to success
Impact of immigration- Dillingham Commission, 1920’s and urban life 1919-1941
Impact of WW2 on immigration and immigration legislation
Impact of popular culture 1917-1980- cinema, music, radio, television, broadcast 
news

The Changing Quality of Life 1917-1980

RAGTopic
Economic change during boom, bust and recovery
Post WW2 affluence 1941-1969
The economic challenges of 1970’s
Standard of living 1917-1941- home ownership, spending money, life at the bottom
WW2 growth of consumer society- television, health and teenagers
Anti-poverty- problems facing non- white Americans
Anti-poverty policies specific examples 
Changes to travel and leisure- spectator sports, car owning culture and air travel 

The Impact of the Reagan Presidency 1981-1996

RAGTopic
What it was like in America when Reagan came to power
Reagan’s beliefs
Reaganomics- economic policies and interpretations of their successes and failures
Reduction in ‘big government’ and interpretations of its successes and failures
Reagan’s impact on society- rich, poor, minorities, business and industry
Interpretations of Reagan revitalising politics 
Overall interpretations of Reagan’s presidency
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RAGTopic

What it was like in South Africa for Africans, whites, coloured and Indian 
people including segregation and discrimination
Urbanisation, industrialisation and townships
Rural society
Afrikaner culture and politics
The influence of Britain
Growth of Afrikaner nationalism
The 1948 election
How apartheid was codified and implemented, strengthening National 
Party and apartheid laws
Hendrik Verwoerd
Race Laws, Group Areas Acts, Sophiatown, Durban, District Six
Control of space and the pass laws
Changes in education
The Tomlinson Report and the Bantustans
Political suppression and the Treason Trial
Political Opposition in 1948
The revival of the African National Congress (ANC) and the Youth League
ANC links with other organisations
The Defiance Campaign- Case Study:  East London
Women and the ANC
Rural resistance- Case Study:  Sekhukhuneland
The Freedom Charter
The Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC)

The response to apartheid c1948-1959
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RAGTopic

Why opposition to apartheid increases 1960-61
Peaceful protests
The Sharpeville Massacre and its significance
The banning of political parties and the state of emergency
South Africa as a republic in 1961
Verwoerd’s aims
Macmillan’s ‘wind of change’ speech
Establishing the republic 1960-1961
Leaving the Commonwealth and its impact
ANC and PAC moves to armed struggle
The ANC and uMkhonto weSizwe
The PAC and Poqo
The Rivonia Trial and its significance for Nelson Mandela
The impact of exile and imprisonment on the ANC and PAC
The global anti-apartheid movement
Impact of economic recovery- the domestic economy, the burgeoning townships 
and African women
Developing the Bantustans
Impact of diplomatic ties
Vorster’s use of police powers

Radicalisation of Resistance and the Consolidation of National Party Power 
1960-1968

RAGTopic

Steve Biko and the South African Students’ Organisation (SASO)
Black consciousness
The mobilisation of school children
The Soweto uprising, its significance and suppression
The impact of the death of Steve Biko 1977
ANC difficulties in exile, internal reorganisation, external legitimacy and 
Oliver Tambo
Global anti-apartheid boycotts- sporting and economic

Redefining Resistance and Challenges to National Party Power 1968-1983



South Africa Checklist

19

RAGTopic

Steve Biko and the South African Students’ Organisation (SASO)
Black consciousness
The mobilisation of school children
The Soweto uprising, its significance and suppression
The impact of the death of Steve Biko 1977
ANC difficulties in exile, internal reorganisation, external legitimacy and 
Oliver Tambo
Global anti-apartheid boycotts- sporting and economic
Problems faced by the National Party- political unrest
Troubles in the Bantustans
National Party division and scandal
Economic and population pressures
Botha and reform
Political change in southern Africa- Mozambique, Angola, Nigeria, 
Zimbabwe
International condemnation of the National Party regime

Redefining Resistance and Challenges to National Party Power 1968-1983

RAGTopic

Political context of the townships revolt
The United Democratic Front and grass roots organisations
Protest strategies- Alexandra Johannesburg, rural rebellion and 
government response
Government suppression
Botha’s reforms and ‘total strategy’
International pressure and economic crisis
The effect of the state of emergency
The path to talks
Resistance 1988-1989
De Klerk’s new course
Freeing Nelson Mandela and unbanning political parties
Negotiations and dismantling apartheid
CODESA 1991
CODESA negotiations
Violence and popular mobilisation
Constitutional agreement and elections
The Government of National Unity and international recognition

The End of Apartheid and the Creation of the ‘Rainbow Nation’ 1984-1994
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The crises of 1399-1405

RAGTopic

Long term causes of Richard II losing the throne
Richard’s failings as an adult monarch- Wonderful and Merciless Parliaments

Problems with Richard II’s succession and his ‘tyranny’
How Henry Bolingbroke seized power and his justifications

Problems Henry IV faced at the beginning of his reign including the Epiphany Rising
Challenges of the Percies, Owain Glyndwr, the Scottish and the French

How Henry IV survived the threats to his throne

Henry V and the conquest of France 1413-21

RAGTopic

How Henry Prince of Wales (future Henry V) renewed war with France
Background to 1415 invasion of France

The campaign of 1415 including details on Agincourt
The significance of the campaign in France

Royal response to Lollardy and Heresy
John Oldcastle rebellion

The Burgundian Alliance 1419
The Treaty of Troyes 1420

Renewed crises and challenges 1449-1461

RAGTopic
Personality of Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou
Impact of Henry VI and Margaret on governance: Treaty of Tours, Somerset vs York
Importance of Duke of Suffolk and his death
Cade’s Rebellion 1450: causes, events, significance
Duke of York’s first Protectorate
Duke of York’s second Protectorate
The Yorkist invasion 1460
The Battle of Towton and the triumph of Edward IV
How Warwick helped Edward to succeed
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The Yorkists divided 1478-1485

RAGTopic
Breakdown in the relationship of Edward IV and Warwick
Disagreement between Clarence and Gloucester
Impact of Edward’s early death in 1483
Disappearance of the Princes in the tower
How Richard III seized the throne
Buckingham’s Rebellion
Edward IV compared to Richard III: family, finance, military skill
The Battle of Bosworth 1485 and Henry VII seizure of the throne

Henry VII: Seizing the throne and trying to keep it, 1485-1509

RAGTopic
Henry VII securing the throne: marriage to Elizabeth of York

Henry VII use of spies and intelligence network
Henry VII financial policies and use of bonds

Lovell’s rebellion 1486
Conspiracy of Simnel

Conspiracy of Warbeck
Yorkshire tax rebellion 1489

Cornish tax rebellion 1497

Theme 1: Changes in the relationships between the crown and nobility

RAGTopic
Role of landholders and the church
Over-mighty subjects and under-mighty monarchs
Henry V and Henry VII uses of force and mercy
Livery, maintenance and bastard feudalism
Statutes against retaining 1468 and 1504
Neville-Percy rivalry
Bonville-Courtenay dispute
Role of the gentry- Paston family
Readeption of Henry VI 1470 and return of Edward IV 1471
Increased control of the localities in 1470
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Theme 2: Changes in the sinews of power

Revised?Topic
Royal income: routine and exceptional expenditure, land and income
Importance of the Duchy of Lancaster
Acts of Resumption
Custom duties, feudal rights, profits of justice, taxation, Exchequer and Chamber
How parliament works
Crown and parliament- Henry IV 1406, Henry V, Henry VI and Edward IV
Foreign diplomacy: Henry V and Henry VI Hundred Years War
Foreign diplomacy: Treaty of Picquigny 1475
Foreign diplomacy: Spanish Marriage 1499


