History A-Level Summer Transition Work
How to succeed in A-Level History
History at A-Level is a challenging course.  It requires you to remember a lot of content and develop a sophisticated style of writing.  Due to the large amount of content to learn it is advisable that students start revision early by going over notes given in class and expanding on them in their own time.  You need to see lessons as guidance to the minimum you must know, it is up to you to develop and imbed your understanding.
The summer is a great opportunity to begin getting a general understanding of the courses you will be covering in year 12.  Use the guidance bellow to start developing your contextual understanding.
In Search of the American Dream 1917-1996
There are many ways to develop your understanding of this time period.  Here are a few suggestions:
· Watch John Green’s ‘Crash Course History’ videos on YouTube.  He covers pretty much the entire period.  Be warned, he talks VERY fast, but gives excellent overviews of the period.
· Have a movie marathon and watch some of the following:  The Help, The Butler, The Great Gatsby, X (a film about Malcolm X), Frost/Nixon, Forest Gump, 12 Years a Slave, there are many more…(If you watch any good ones not named, let me know so I can add them to the list!)
· Try to complete some background reading from the suggested reading list on the reverse.  It may be good to start producing a timeline of the presidents and key events.
· You could also visit Duxford Imperial War Museum, there is a whole hanger dedicated to American history.
Ideally, you need to arrive in year 12 with a basic contextual understanding of America 1917-1996.  The more background knowledge you have, the easier you will find the transition from GCSE to A-Level.
[bookmark: _GoBack]South Africa Apartheid to Rainbow Nation
There are many ways to develop your understanding of this time period.  Here are a few suggestions:
· Read some of Nelson Mandela’s famous speeches or his book, or some of the other texts mentioned in the suggested reading list.
· Watch the Mandela film or Invictus – both will give you a valuable insight into Apartheid.
· See if you can find any news reports about the Apartheid regime in South Africa – what key events were reported in the Media?
Ideally, you need to arrive in year 12 with a basic contextual understanding of South Africa 1948-1994.  The more background knowledge you have, the easier you will find the transition from GCSE to A-Level.
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