
Student Finance
What you need to know…



Main Organisations

STUDENT FINANCE ENGLAND 
ARE THE COMPANY THAT PAY YOU 

STUDENT LOANS COMPANY 
ADMINISTERS FOR THE UK



Who can 
apply?

• UK National or ‘settled’ status
• Normally live in England
• Lived in UK for 3 years before starting the 

course
• Studying an eligible higher education course 

in 2024

• Degree apprenticeships do not qualify, but 
placement years do

• Gap years do not qualify

• You do not need a confirmed place to apply



Key Dates
• March – begin to apply for 

student finance loans. It can 
take 6 weeks to process the 
application

• April – SFE will determine 
whether the application is 
eligible and inform students 
what they are entitled to

• May – deadlines for 
scholarship close

• August – if you change where 
you’re going through 
Clearing, you must let SFE 
know where you’re going

• September – you need to take 
your confirmation letter to the 
university when you start. You 
will get your first instalment a 
few days after registering



Costs to consider

Essential spends

Food shopping
Prescriptions
Transport
Rent
Textbooks
The degree!

Extra spends

Eating out
Extra clothes
Gym
Cinema
Nightclub





Example from Brunel University































What now?
• Use this link to check your eligibility for student finance: Student 

finance calculator - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
• Student finance for undergraduates: New full-time students - 

GOV.UK
• You can start applying to student finance from the end of March, 

but it's helpful to do it with anyone you live with as it will ask you 
questions about income in your household.

• You will also find this website helpful: Student Finance 
Maintenance Loans 2025 - Save the Student

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance/maintenance-loans.html#apply
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance/maintenance-loans.html#apply


Looking at your finances 
(youtube.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUPXTodXJnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUPXTodXJnE
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