
Pre-learning Work - A Level Politics  
 
 
This task aims to introduce you to the sorts of contemporary debates that we cover 
and the types of skills you will develop over the whole course. At the end of the two 
years, you will have worked hard on building up your analysis and evaluation skills 
so you can effectively form arguments and make judgements about the big, 
contemporary political issues.  
 
Pre-reading: Votes at 16  
 
In the UK, turnout, which measures the percentage of eligible people who voted, has 
fallen in most elections since 1997 in contrast to the post war period, with the turnout 
among 18-25 years olds lower than all other age groups. One solution that is 
debated is to lower the voting age to 16 so around another 1.5 million people would 
be able to vote. In 2003, the Votes at 16 Coalition was established by young people, 
organisations and politicians that believe the voting age should be reduced to 16. 
Their hope is that by engaging at a young age, voting will become a habit that lasts a 
life time whilst the fear is that turnout amongst this age group will be even lower than 
18 to 24 year olds. The situation in the UK regarding the age at which you can vote 
is also complex and inconsistent. In the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum, 
the voting age was set at 16. In the EU Referendum, it was set at 18 for the whole of 
the UK. In the 2019 General Election, the voting age was set at 18 however in local 
elections in Scotland and elections to the Scottish parliament, the voting age is 16. 
During the 2019 election, the Labour party supported votes for 16 and 17 year olds, 
whilst the Conservative party opposed it. This question explores the debate on voting 
at 16, asking you to think about which argument is stronger and why? This should 
help you form an informed judgement about whether 16 and 17 year olds should be 
allowed to vote.  
 
 
Question:  
 
Using the source provided (source is provided below), evaluate the view that the 
voting age should be lowered to 16 in the UK. In your response you must: 
 
• compare and contrast different opinions in the source 
• examine and debate these views in a balanced way.  
 
 
 
 
 



Source for you to use:  

 
 
 



Task One  
 
Read the source in full. Highlight or underline the first main argument used by Ebbi 
Ferguson, then highlight or underline the counter to this argument used by Julia 
HartleyBrewer. Continue to do this for further points from the source linking together 
arguments from the YES side to the No side to create paired arguments. Create a 
table (see below), writing short notes on the paired arguments and resolving which 
argument is stronger. The table provides you with an essay structure.  
 
a. Each argument should be drawn from the source.  
b. Each argument should then be built upon, using further evidence and ideas of 
your own, to test the strength of the argument. 
c. Each pair of arguments should be compared to reach a conclusion about which 
argument is stronger.  
 
Based on the arguments, you can now decide what you think the answer is based on 
the evidence in front of you. Once you have completed this, move onto Task Two.  
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Task Two  
 
Write out your answer to the question. Your answer should include:  
 
a. An introduction, where you lay out what is being debated and what you are going 
to argue.  
 
b. Paragraphs; each paragraph should be a debate between two paired arguments, 
reaching a judgement about which view is stronger. Use only short quotes from the 
source to show you are linking to it.  
 
c. A conclusion: this should be a clear answer to the questions based on the 
judgements made throughout the essay.  
 
Once you have completed the work you need to email to:  
 
mgoonan@stalbans-staff.org before the start of term.  

mailto:mgoonan@stalbans-staff.org

