
Year 11 English 

Literature and Language 
Success



What are the demands of the English exams?
The English exams ask you to be fully engaged as a reader and a 

writer.
Students have to consider:

How do writers put a text 
together?
How is fiction different to 

non fiction?
How is tension created 

through structure?
What is the impact of 

certain language for a 
certain audience?
Which language techniques 

create which effects?
How does context impact 

language choice?
How do I compare texts?
The list goes on………..!
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GCSE English Literature



What is the content of the exams?

Put simply:

 A whole Shakespeare play- ‘Macbeth’
 An anthology of 15 poems- Power and Conflict.
 A whole modern text- ‘An Inspector Calls’
 Unseen Poetry



Knowledge
 Plot.
Character.
Structure.
Dramatic conventions.
 Quotations.
Contextual information.
How to write for the 

different essay types.

All closed 
book!



What do the questions look like?
Compare how poets present ideas about power in ‘Ozymandias’ 

and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’. (30 marks)

How does Priestley explore the importance of social class in An 
Inspector Calls? Write about:

• some ideas about social class in the play 
• how Priestley presents the importance of social class. (30 marks)

Starting with the extract and then the wider play, explore how 
Shakespeare presents the attitudes of Macbeth and Banquo 

towards the supernatural. (30 Marks)



Tips for Success

How do we manage this huge 
amount of content?



Tip 1- Drip feeding your 
revision 

Trying to revise everything for one whole Literature text is 
impossible and you may end up wasting time.

Cycle through your key texts- 10-20 mins a day on each.
Focus on something different as you cycle through-

characters, then plot, then themes etc.
As you become for confident be judicious with what you 

give revision time to.
Focus on what you are weakest on.
Revision cards are great for this but keep them simple



1.Write down 
everything you can 

remember about the 
poem.

2. Next in a different 
coloured pen, refer to 
your notes/anthology 

and add the key 
information you 

missed out.

Tip 2- Knowledge down load and 
two colour revision.

3. Prioritise the 
information that you 
added in the second 
colour next time you 

revise.



Tip 3- Remembering Key Quotations.

1. Choose one quotation that 
sums up the 
poem/character/theme. 
Practice the annotations.

2. Learn it.

3. Link it.

“Pale flakes with 
fingering stealth come 

feeling for our face.

The use of the 
collective pronoun 

shows the universal 
nature of these 

conditions in war.

Juxtaposes beauty and 
death.

Personification –
nature is personified 

and given sinister 
qualities

Try to think about learning quotations as a way to link to other 
important information RATHER  than just learning them for the 

sake of it.



GCSE English Language



What is the content of the exams?





The key is to know the content of the 
exams and have strategies, then 

continually practise the skills required.

Skill Vs Content



How can you prepare for Language?



Tip 1- know your papers, have a strategy
One of the greatest factors that causes students to lose 

marks for language is the short time scale.

YOU MUST have a clear strategy and a set of 
procedures for all questions.

1. E.g. Read the questions and highlight key words
2. Read the text
3. Annotate techniques and make notes about 

plot/character
4. Know your timings/marks for each question



Tip 2- Reading ‘crunch’

How this works:
 Gets you familiar with reading 

texts and looking for key info
 Speeds up your ability to select 

key info
Gets you to ‘crunch’ this info in to 

small, distilled pieces of text that 
you will use to construct answers.

Better than completing ‘whole 
papers’



Tip 3- Read….. EVERYTHING!
English Language GCSE (especially the writing sections which 

are worth half the marks on each paper) rely on good 
knowledge of the wider world, issue and styles of writing.

The best way to improve this is to immerse yourself in texts of
all kinds.

 Newspapers
 Autobiographies
 Travel writing
 Fiction in all forms
 Classic literature

Just dedicating 10 mins of reading a day can have a huge impact.



How are we supporting success at St 
Alban’s?

Targeted support sessions after school on 
Thursdays.

Access to Seneca Learn. 
Access to Massolit.
Centralised homework booklets with 

checkpoints.
Teams areas populated with revision resources.
Detailed feedback from all assessed tasks.



How can you help at home?
 Support a regular revision slot.

 Test your child with their revision cards.

 Ask them questions such as: why do you think the writer used that 
phrase?

 Ask them to tell you about what was happening in history at the time the 
text was written.

 Have a chat with them about their favourite character in the text.

 Encourage them to attend revision sessions.

 Help them to learn quotations.

 Remind them about resources available both virtually and in school.
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